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Basic Elements   
 

 Element Description 
Personal 
Notes 

  Prelude 
 

Before the service begins there is a time for people to 
gather, greet and be seated.  This is an excellent time to 
have a time of music being played (live or recorded).  If 
there is a PowerPoint presentation (such as pictures) you 
can have this being shown as the music is being played.  
Now days – due to computer technology – a CD of music 
can be easily “burned” with your favorite songs. 

 

  Opening 
Remarks  
 

These remarks are important because they set the tone of 
the service.  The person who usually does this is the 
pastor, but a family member might easily do this as well.   

 

  Prayer Having a special prayer for family and friends is very 
important.  Again, usually the pastor prays, but this 
responsibility can be shared by family members as well. 

 

  Scripture Selected passages of scripture can help communicate 
what is needed for the grieving family.  Such passages as:  
Psalm 23, John 3:16, verses from John 14 are often used.  
I would suggest that you select YOUR favorite passages 
including a life verse if you have one. 

 

  Obituary Usually the funeral home helps the grieving family put 
together an obituary which is used in the newspaper to 
announce your passing.  That obituary is made available 
to the pastor who usually reads it or has someone read it 
during the service.  As pastor, often times I will ask if the 
family has someone who will read the obituary.  I have 
seen family members add their insights to make it a 
meaningful time. 

 

  Music There are many different options under this element.   For 
example you may want congregational singing (this will 
mean needing someone to lead and play).  You may want 
someone to sing a special song (this will mean you will 
need to select the person and the song –or- leave it up to 

 



the family to decide.  Another option is to have a recorded 
song played for people to sit and listen to. (This option 
alleviates the pressure on friends or family members to 
prepare and sing a special song.)  This can become quite 
fun as you think about songs that mean the most to you.  
Providing that history gives meaning to the service (“This 
was a favorite song of Jim’s because….”) Have fun with 
this one! 

  Message Although I have never had anyone completely plan out the 
message of the service, there have been times when 
requests have been made.  I have heard things like this:  “I 
want the Gospel presentation made at my service and an 
opportunity for people to receive Christ.”  Usually the text 
of the message is left up to the pastor.  But feel free to add 
whatever you would like shared. 

 

  Closing 
Prayer and 
Benediction 

This time simply closes out the service.  Never 
underestimate the importance of a closing prayer and 
spiritual benediction. 

 

 
Other Great Ideas 
 

  Sharing 
Time 

Having a time for people to stand and share a 
personal memory and thought is often very special 
for the family.  Usually the friends of the decease 
lead the way and are very anxious to share their 
memory.  This sharing times gives great comfort to 
the grieving family as they laugh and cry.  Especially 
if members of the deceased person do not know 
Jesus and the sharing testimonies communicate the 
importance of faith in God. 

 

  Poem or 
Special 
Reading 

Sometimes the reading of a special poem or story 
will help the grieving family and friends find comfort.  
The internet is a great resource for numerous 
poems/stories than can be read at a 
funeral/memorial service. 

 

  PowerPoint 
Presentation 

Thanks to the digital age, it is relatively easy to place 
pictures into a computer generated presentation.  
Even older pictures can be scanned and added.  Let 
me say this is “easy” for someone like me to do, 
however it is very time consuming.  Especially if 
there is a shortage of time limit (such as the brief 
time of passing to the time of funeral service time).  
Working on this ahead of time will be helpful for your 
remaining family members. 

 



  Personal 
Letter 

I have not seen this done in 26 years of ministry, but 
I think it would be a great idea.  For the person to 
write a letter and have it read at his/her funeral 
service.  Now with modern technology and the ability 
to make videos, a person can share personal 
thoughts on video.  Something to think about! 

 

  Share your 
Testimony  

In my opinion, nothing is more powerful in a Christian 
funeral/memorial service than the sharing of a 
testimony.  I really encourage you to write down (or 
video) your personal testimony of how and when you 
came to Christ.  What should you put in your 
testimony?  What you were like before trusting Jesus 
for your salvation.  How you came to Christ (actual 
details of your conversion).  And what life has been 
like since making that decision – this is where people 
hear about the transforming power of God. 

 

  Mementos 
Display  

I have always enjoyed seeing the displays people 
have put together to remember the family member 
that has passed.  Whether there are pictures 
attached poster board or interesting personal 
possessions – a display often helps to share the life 
of an individual.  You can actually prepare for this by 
making a list of items that you would like included in 
the display. 

 

  Memory 
Book 

A few years ago Pam and I purchased memory 
books (I believe they had a connection with Thomas 
Kinkaide) for ourselves and our parents to complete.  
In the book were questions that would help capture 
memories or special moments of the person.  For 
example, “Tell us about your most favorite teacher in 
school and why.”  “Share a time when you were the 
saddest.”  “What is your most valuable 
accomplishment?”  The person would write the 
answers to the questions in the book and then pass 
the book down to family members.  At one funeral I 
lead, the children of the deceased read excerpts of 
the book.  That was a very special time for everyone. 

 

  Donation 
Designation 

This might cross the line with the responsibilities of 
the funeral home, but I think it would be good for 
people to “pre-determine” where money can be 
contributed in memory of his/her life.  This will help 
alleviate any difficult family decisions.  (Just a note, I 
have found that if family members are not connected 
to a church or ministry, they may direct the money 
away from a Christian ministry and more towards a 
health industry.) 

 



 
Other Great Ideas from Workshop Participants: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Workshop: 
 

1. Begin with note cards 

a. Write down one element on a card 

b. Include personal notes 
 

2. Once you have all your elements chosen, arrange the cards in the order you want the 

service. 

3. Once the order is selected, show Pastor Jim and/or Pam. 
 

4. Use “My Funeral Worksheet” to put it all together on one sheet. 
  



My Funeral Worksheet 
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